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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 145.15 

described in § 147.30 of this subchapter 
and the real-time PCR test described in 
§ 147.31 of this subchapter. 

(c) For M. meleagridis. The official 
blood tests for M. meleagridis are speci-
fied in § 145.43(d)(2). 

(d) For avian influenza. The official 
tests for avian influenza are described 
in paragraphs (d)(1) and (d)(2) of this 
section. 

(1) Antibody detection tests—(i) En-
zyme-linked immunosorbent assay 
(ELISA). ELISA must be conducted 
using test kits approved by the Depart-
ment and the Official State Agency and 
must be conducted in accordance with 
the recommendations of the producer 
or manufacturer. 

(ii) The agar gel immunodiffusion 
(AGID) test. (A) The AGID test must be 
conducted on all ELISA-positive sam-
ples. 

(B) The AGID test must be conducted 
using reagents approved by the Depart-
ment and the Official State Agency. 

(C) Standard test procedures for the 
AGID test for avian influenza are set 
forth in § 147.9 of this subchapter. The 
test can be conducted on egg yolk or 
blood samples. 

(D) Positive tests for the AGID must 
be further tested by Federal Reference 
Laboratories using appropriate tests 
for confirmation. Final judgment may 
be based upon further sampling and ap-
propriate tests for confirmation. 

(2) Agent detection tests. Agent detec-
tion tests may be used to detect influ-
enza A matrix gene or protein but not 
to determine hemagglutinin or 
neuraminidase subtypes. Samples for 
agent detection testing should be col-
lected from naturally occurring flock 
mortality or clinically ill birds. 

(i) The real time reverse transcriptase/ 
polymerase chain reaction (RRT–PCR) 
assay. 

(A) The RRT–PCR tests must be con-
ducted using reagents approved by the 
Department and the Official State 
Agency. The RRT–PCR must be con-
ducted using the National Veterinary 
Services Laboratories (NVSL) official 
protocol for RRT–PCR (AVPR01510) and 
must be conducted by personnel who 
have passed an NVSL proficiency test. 

(B) Positive results from the RRT– 
PCR must be further tested by Federal 
Reference Laboratories using appro-

priate tests for confirmation. Final 
judgment may be based upon further 
sampling and appropriate tests for con-
firmation. 

(ii) USDA-licensed type A influenza 
antigen capture immunoassay (ACIA). (A) 
The USDA-licensed type A influenza 
ACIA must be conducted using test 
kits approved by the Department and 
the Official State Agency and must be 
conducted in accordance with the rec-
ommendations of the producer or man-
ufacturer. 

(B) Positive results from the ACIA 
must be further tested by Federal Ref-
erence Laboratories using appropriate 
tests for confirmation. Final judgment 
may be based upon further sampling 
and appropriate tests for confirmation. 

(3) The official determination of a 
flock as positive for the H5 or H7 
subtypes of avian influenza may be 
made only by NVSL. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0007) 

[36 FR 23112, Dec. 3, 1971] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For Federal Register cita-
tions affecting § 145.14, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and on GPO Access. 

§ 145.15 Diagnostic surveillance pro-
gram for low pathogenic avian in-
fluenza. 

(a) The Official State Agency must 
develop a diagnostic surveillance pro-
gram for H5/H7 low pathogenic avian 
influenza for all poultry in the State. 
The exact provisions of the program 
are at the discretion of the States. The 
Service will use the standards in para-
graph (b) of this section in assessing in-
dividual State plans for adequacy, in-
cluding the specific provisions that the 
State developed. The standards should 
be used by States in developing those 
plans. 

(b) Avian influenza must be a disease 
reportable to the responsible State au-
thority (State veterinarian, etc.) by all 
licensed veterinarians. To accomplish 
this, all laboratories (private, State, 
and university laboratories) that per-
form diagnostic procedures on poultry 
must examine all submitted cases of 
unexplained respiratory disease, egg 
production drops, and mortality for 
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avian influenza by both an approved se-
rological test and an approved antigen 
detection test. Memoranda of under-
standing or other means must be used 
to establish testing and reporting cri-
teria (including criteria that provide 
for reporting H5 and H7 low pathogenic 
avian influenza directly to the Service) 
and approved testing methods. In addi-
tion, States should conduct outreach 
to poultry producers, especially owners 
of smaller flocks, regarding the impor-
tance of prompt reporting of clinical 
symptoms consistent with avian influ-
enza. 

[74 FR 14715, Apr. 1, 2009] 

Subpart B—Special Provisions for 
Multiplier Egg-Type Chicken 
Breeding Flocks and Prod-
ucts 

§ 145.21 Definitions. 

Except where the context otherwise 
requires, for the purposes of this sub-
part the following terms shall be con-
strued, respectively, to mean: 

Chicks. Newly hatched chickens. 
Egg type chicken breeding flocks. 

Flocks that are composed of stock that 
has been developed for egg production 
and are maintained for the principal 
purpose of producing chicks for the ul-
timate production of eggs for human 
consumption. 

Started chickens. Young chickens 
(chicks, pullets, cockerels, capons) 
which have been fed and watered and 
are less than 6 months of age. 

[36 FR 23112, Dec. 3, 1971, as amended at 38 
FR 13707, May 24, 1973; 41 FR 48723, Nov. 5, 
1976. Redesignated at 44 FR 61586, Oct. 26, 
1979, and amended at 59 FR 12798, Mar. 18, 
1994; 65 FR 8017, Feb. 17, 2000] 

§ 145.22 Participation. 

Participating flocks of multiplier egg 
type chickens, and the eggs and chicks 
produced from them, shall comply with 
the applicable general provisions of 
subpart A of this part and the special 
provisions of this subpart B. 

(a) Started chickens shall lose their 
identity under Plan terminology when 
not maintained by Plan participants 
under the conditions prescribed in 
§ 145.5(a). 

(b) Hatching eggs produced by multi-
plier breeding flocks shall be fumigated 
(see § 147.25 of this chapter) or other-
wise sanitized. 

(c) Any nutritive material provided 
to chicks must be free of the avian 
pathogens that are officially rep-
resented in the Plan disease classifica-
tions listed in § 145.10. 

[36 FR 23112, Dec. 3, 1971, as amended at 40 
FR 1501, Jan. 8, 1975. Redesignated at 44 FR 
61586, Oct. 26, 1979, and amended at 49 FR 
19802, May 10, 1984; 57 FR 57341, Dec. 4, 1992; 
65 FR 8017, Feb. 17, 2000; 68 FR 64510, Nov. 14, 
2003; 72 FR 1419, Jan. 12, 2007] 

§ 145.23 Terminology and classifica-
tion; flocks and products. 

Participating flocks, and the eggs 
and chicks produced from them, which 
have met the respective requirements 
specified in this section may be des-
ignated by the following terms and the 
corresponding designs illustrated in 
§ 145.10: 

(a) [Reserved] 
(b) U.S. Pullorum-Typhoid Clean. A 

flock in which freedom from pullorum 
and typhoid has been demonstrated to 
the official State agency under the cri-
teria in one of the following paragraphs 
(b)(1) through (5) of this section: Pro-
vided, That a flock qualifying by means 
of a blood test shall be tested within 
the past 12 months, except that the re-
testing of a participating flock which 
is retained for more than 12 months 
shall be conducted a minimum of 4 
weeks after the induction of molt. (See 
§ 145.14 relating to the official blood 
test where applicable.) 

(1) It has been officially blood tested 
with no reactors. 

(2) It is a multiplier breeding flock 
and meets the following specifications 
as determined by the Official State 
Agency and the Service: 

(i) The flock is located in a State 
where all persons performing poultry 
disease diagnostic services within the 
State are required to report to the Offi-
cial State Agency within 48 hours the 
source of all poultry specimens from 
which S. pullorum or S. gallinarum is 
isolated; 

(ii) The flock is composed entirely of 
birds that originated from U.S. Pul-
lorum-Typhoid Clean breeding flocks 
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